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INTRODUCTION

Applications are indexed S0 that at examination they can be searched. If they are not
indexed correctly the search will not be effective. Also a lodgement and regigtration they
are advertised in the Audtrdian Officid Journa of Design (AOJD) which isavailableto the
public. This alows the public to search or inquire in their field of interest. If the classfication
Isincorrect they may miss important information.

CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

The classfication system used in Audtrdiais based on the on the "International
Classfication For Indugtrid Designs', (IDC). This was established by the Locarno
Agreement. Audrdiais not a party to this agreement, but the classfication system is il
used by this office. There are 32 classes and most of these classes are further divided into
sub-classes. These classes and sub-classes are based on function, ie purpose or use for
which the article is intended. Also as some of sub-classes are large the office has sub-
divided these sub-classes (dso by function). These further subdivisons are listed as
Desgns Adminigtration Classfication Codes.

THEIDC

The IDC isthe main classfication toal. It corntains four relevant parts.
() aligof classes

(i) aligt of classes and subclasses, with explanatory notes

(i) andphabeticd listing of atides

(iv) aliging of thearticlesin their class and subclass order

Examiners generdly will use the third and fourth parts of the IDC.

DES GNSADMINISTRATION CLASS FICATION CODES

The Designs Adminigtration Classfication Codes list the articles in their class, subclass and
then sub-divison order. They only apply to subclasses that have sub-divisons.

INDEXING - CHOOSINGA CLASS

To gart indexing the examiner will usualy go to the name of the article offered by the
applicant. The examiner should also make sure that the name of the article corrdates to
what is shown in the representations. If not, the examiner should use a name that best
describes the representations.

Once the examiner has established a name of article they should try and find it in the
aphabetica ligting in part 3 of the IDC. The examiner may have to trandate the applicant's
name of article to its generic form, ie"ord interpersonad communicetion device' to
"tdlephone’ (mog of thetime it isin its generic form).
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If the examiner doesfind it, on the left hand Sde of that name will be adasswitha
subclass. Now refer to that class with subclass in part 4 of the IDC. The examiner should
then congder if that classification is gppropriate, ie look at the other article namesto seeif
there is some smilarity or commondlty.

The above istheided method for indexing but unfortunately does not happen al the time.
The following procedures will help the examiner to achieve the above. The examiner should
do it inthe order below. If "A" does not work try "B" and so on.

(A) ANOTHER WORD

Try and find another word that might describe the article ie footwear could be shoe,

storage furniture could be cabinet etc. As the examiner uses the classification more and

more they will become familiar with the Style of article names. Then use this other word as a
norma indexing.

(8) SIMILAR WORD

Try and find the name of asmilar article ie stoal to chair, pick to shove, timepiece to
watch or clock, digper to nappy etc. Then use this Smilar word as a norma indexing.

(c) PURPOSE

If the examiner has an idea as to what the article does they can go to part 2 of the IDC
containing alist of the classes and subclasses and try to find a class and/or subclass that
might relate to the article being indexed. If the examiner doesfind a class and/or subclass,
then they can go to part 4 of the IDC containing the articles in their class and subclass
order and go through that class and/or subclassto try and find asmilar article.

SUB-DIVISIONS

Oncethe article is dassfied the examiner will have to check if it has asub-divison. If it
does it will have to be further indexed in that sub-divison. Y ou will have to go through eech
sub-divison and see if one suitsyour article, if not it goesin "NES' (Not Elsawhere
Specified).

CASE OF DOUBT

Sometimes the article name and representations are so vague that it is not possble to
accurately index it. In thisinstance a tentative indexing (educated guess) should be made.
More information will be requested at first examination and a correct classification made.

MULTIPLE INDEXING
At times an article may have more than one classfication. Thisisrare but acceptable.

DIFFICULT CASES

If the gpplication is very difficult and the examiner can not even guess &t its classfication
you should leave the application in the "indexing tray". Also artides that may bein anew
fied or of generd interest to the area should dso be left in this "tray™. Once afortnight dl
the examining officers get together and decide on the best indexing. At this Sage an
indexing will be decided on.
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ENTERING CLASSIFICATION DATA ON THE SYSTEM

16.10 The "Desgns Adminidrative Systems Examiners Manud" a Section 2.1 contains the
procedure the examiner isto follow.

PREPARATION OF FILEAND REPRESENTATIONS

16.11 Once the gpplication is indexed the examiner will have to write the classfication on the front
of the casefile. The examiner then selects a sheet or photograph showing a representation
for the search materid. A perspective or isometric view is usualy the best view for this
purpose. The examiner enters the classification and application number on the top of the
sheet. This sheet then goes into the classfied representations tray. Sometimes there is only
one view and you can either photocopy it or put the whole case in the classified
representations tray. Oncethisisfinished the application is put back in its folder and
returned to file.
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